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FISHERS OF 
EUROPE



LOW-IMPACT FISHING

AS THE SOLUTION FOR A DECENT 
LIVING AND A HEALTHY OCEAN
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Since 2015, LIFE Platform works for a fairer and 

more sustainable EU fishing sector by including 

small-scale fishers at the centre of policies and as 

key environmental and social change agents.



THE NETWORK

The project1.
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MISSION

LIFE is a pan-European platform of small-scale fishing 

organizations across Europe aiming to unite them to 

achieve fair fisheries, healthy seas and vibrant 

communities.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

36 org, 15 MS, 10.000 SSF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

9 elected working fishers from 3 Sea Basins

SECRETARIAT

4 Members of staff 



A differentiated 
approach 
benefitting 
coastal fishers

• Higher biomass thresholds

• Precautionary buffers

• Stock structure valued and prioritised

• Fishing mortality adapted to prey 

species

• Regulatory burden

• Local ecological knowledge



Policy framework - in 

need of reform or 

better implementation?

• Management Plan
• CFP - article 2 and 17
• Maximum Sustainable Yield
• Control Regulation
• Differentiated approachSu
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1. Fuente: CCTEP







"The impact of this cod stock 

collapsing would be catastrophic for 

the livelihoods of many fishermen and 

coastal communities all around the 

Baltic Sea. We must urgently act to 

rebuild the stock – in the interest of 

fish and fishermen alike. That means 

responding rapidly to an immediate 

threat now, through the emergency 

measures the Commission is taking. 

But it also means managing the stock 

– and the habitat it lives in – properly 

in the long term.” Karmenu Vella in 

2019 announcing Emergency 
Measures







We have 
much less fish

We have lost 50% of the fish biomass in the 

Baltic since the 1970s and since 2013, when 

the EU reformed its fisheries policy promising 

a new era with healthy fish stocks, stocks 

have declined by around 800.000 tonnes and 

catches by 130.000 tonnes, 40% of which is 

due to the cod closure. Coastal low impact 

fishers have been making clear demands for 

many years: the quotas for herring and sprat 

need to be reduced and the trawl fisheries 

restricted.

























HIGH SOCIAL IMPACT LOW ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Fair access to the resources

Fair access to markets

Participative decision making

Sustainable and fair food systems

Low impact fishing techniques

Fishing in season

Values Traditional Ecological Knowledge

Fisheries are managed in a sustainable and inclusive 

way,  taking into account economic, social and 

environmental factors.

Fishers become  empowered “price makers” enabled to 

negotiate a fair price for their products that reflects their 

quality and social value.

SSF engage as equals with other interested parties to formulate 

local, national and European fishing policies.

Direct sales and short value chains are developed, helping local 

economies to thrive and allowing consumers and fishers to 

have direct and transparent relationships.

Fishers are committed to using the most appropriate 

methods, minimizing impact on fish stocks and the marine 

environment. 

Fish migrate, grow and reproduce, and each has an 

appropriate season to be caught, respected by low impact 

SSF fishers.

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) is valued and integrated 

with marine science into fisheries management.

SDG Goals:
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Recovering fish stocks

Low impact SSF fishers promote management plans and MPA 

when they are in the heart of the decision making process
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